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DIGITALEUROPE’s guiding points on the
work of the Commission’s Industrial Forum
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The European Commission’s Industrial Forum can drive the creation of
long-waited industrial policy governance at European level. With a multi-
year mandate and commitment at a high political level, this Group can turn
the goals of the updated Industrial Strategy into practice.

Earlier platforms such as the Strategic Forum for IPCEIs and the Industry 2030
High-Level Industrial Roundtable provided useful policy context to the EU’s
industrial goals. It is now absolutely imperative the Industrial Forum does not end
up replicating their work.

Rather, the Industrial Forum should build on their conclusions and move to the
next stage of implementing the green and digital transition. This is key to look
back at the Forum in 2024 and call it a success.

With our vast, active network of national trade associations members and
expertise on the digitalisation of large European verticals, we can play a pivotal
role in the creation of a solid public-private partnership to implement Europe’s
industrial plan. DIGITALEUROPE stands ready to take the lead in the Industrial
Forum and turn this vision into reality.

Priorities of the Industrial Forum

We strongly believe the Industrial Forum’s Work Plan should prioritise two
elements:

Development of investment use cases per ecosystem

Industrial Forum members should cooperate to create, ecosystem by ecosystem,
compelling examples of the measurable benefits, key performance indicators
(KPIs), payback time and underlying foundations of specific digital and green
technologies.
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We are living through a historical moment where unprecedented investments are
being earmarked for the sake of all Europeans. These use cases will help both
Member States in their implementation of the National Recovery and Resilience
Funds as well as the Commission in advancing its multi-country projects
announced in the 2030 Digital Compass.

As an example, we created a use case quantifying the return of a single, unified
water operating centre for a standard water utility.

Other possible examples could include:

» Renewable Energy Ecosystem: deployment of cloud-based IoT energy
management system for offshore wind turbines

» Health Ecosystem: Al-enabled clinical lab automation in drug testing

» Construction Ecosystem: digital twin for energy-efficient building design

Identification of horizontal digital measures to fast-track

Confining the role of digital to a single ecosystem, as it appears to be the case,
risks to run counter to the EU’s ambitions for a digital transition of its whole
economy.

We urge the Commission to acknowledge that many ecosystems share the same
technology vision. Digital is at the centre of it.

As part of the Forum’s Work Plan, the Commission should establish two
horizontal Working Groups to support this vision and bust any siloed thinking on
the ecosystems:

» Digital Infrastructure Working Group: it should recommend to
Commission and Council short- and mid-term priority measures to
accelerate digital resilience across all the ecosystems in an open
economy. Technologies like artificial intelligence, cloud, 5G, cybersecurity
should be in focus. Importantly, the WG should continue to uphold the
relevance of the existing sector-specific regulatory approach to many
areas.

» Data Working Group: it should draw lessons from the implementation of
data-related initiatives across Member States in an industrial context,
pointing to common success elements and challenges in several
Ecosystems. It should also be used as an informal sounding board for
existing and upcoming data-related initiatives advanced by the
Commission. By bringing together Commission experts, Member State
representatives and relevant industry bodies, this WG would offer real
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added value in addressing existing data (re)use barriers across the EU
and recommending technical and policy solutions for the Ecosystems as
well as the future Common European Data Spaces.

How to achieve these priorities

Our expertise makes us well-positioned to lead Europe’s digital transition in the
Industrial Forum and turn this vision for digital into reality. Europe needs a real
public-private partnership to advance an industrial plan for a post-COVID-19
society and economy. We strongly believe DIGITALEUROPE can play a pivotal
role to enable it. Two considerations stand out.

First, our membership is geographically broad and highly engaged in national
industrial policy discussions, covering 39 national trade association all over
Europe. This gives us a nuanced understanding of the various needs and
challenges of different national governments in the implementation of industrial
strategy goals. It strengthens the legitimacy of our views before Commission and
Council’s experts in the Forum. It would be extremely useful in advancing the
objectives of the Digital Infrastructure Working Group and Data Working Group
proposed above.

Second, our membership covers players from some of the largest verticals,
which will play a crucial role in Europe’s recovery. It includes manufacturing,
where our Digital Manufacturing Executive Council (DMEC) brings together
senior executives from both industrial production and ICT firms to advise on
digital-driven innovation and sustainability, but also health, mobility and finance.
This exposure to digitally transforming sectors would be a unique asset in the
Forum and can truly drive the creation of compelling digital investment cases
across different ecosystems.
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About DIGITALEUROPE

DIGITALEUROPE represents the digital technology industry in Europe. Our members include I
some of the world’s largest IT, telecoms and consumer electronics companies and national I
associations from every part of Europe. DIGITALEUROPE wants European businesses and I
citizens to benefit fully from digital technologies and for Europe to grow, attract and sustain the I
world’s best digital technology companies. DIGITALEUROPE ensures industry participation in I
the development and implementation of EU policies. i

DIGITALEUROPE Membership

Corporate Members

Accenture, Airbus, Amazon, AMD, Apple, Arcelik, Atos, Autodesk, Bayer, Bidao, Bosch, Bose, Bristol-Myers
Squibb, Brother, Canon, Cisco, DATEV, Dell, Dropbox, Eli Lilly and Company, Epson, Ericsson, Facebook,
Fujitsu, GlaxoSmithKline, Global Knowledge, Google, Graphcore, Hewlett Packard Enterprise, Hitachi, HP
Inc., HSBC, Huawei, Intel, Johnson & Johnson, JVC Kenwood Group, Konica Minolta, Kyocera, Lenovo,
Lexmark, LG Electronics, Mastercard, Microsoft, Mitsubishi Electric Europe, Motorola Solutions, MSD
Europe Inc., NEC, NetApp, Nokia, Nvidia Ltd., Oki, OPPO, Oracle, Palo Alto Networks, Panasonic Europe,
Philips, Pioneer, Qualcomm, Red Hat, Ricoh, Roche, Rockwell Automation, Samsung, SAP, SAS, Schneider
Electric, Sharp Electronics, Siemens, Siemens Healthineers, Sky CP, Sony, Swatch Group, Technicolor,
Texas Instruments, Toshiba, TP Vision, UnitedHealth Group, Visa, VMware, Workday, Xerox, Zoom.

National Trade Associations

Austria: 100

Belarus: INFOPARK
Belgium: AGORIA

Croatia: Croatian

Chamber of Economy
Cyprus: CITEA

Denmark: DI Digital, IT
BRANCHEN, Dansk Erhverv
Estonia: ITL

Finland: TIF

France: AFNUM, SECIMAVI,

Syntec Numérique, Tech in France

Germany: BITKOM, ZVEI
Greece: SEPE

Hungary: IVSZ

Ireland: Technology Ireland
Italy: Anitec-Assinform
Lithuania: INFOBALT
Luxembourg: APSI
Netherlands: NLdigital, FIAR
Norway: Abelia

Poland: KIGEIT, PIIT, ZIPSEE
Portugal: AGEFE

Romania: ANIS

Slovakia: ITAS

Slovenia: ICT Association of
Slovenia at CCIS

Spain: AMETIC

Sweden: Teknikforetagen,
IT&Telekomforetagen
Switzerland: SWICO
Turkey: Digital Turkey Platform,
ECID

United Kingdom: techUK



