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DIGITALEUROPE’s Declaration to ensure the EU is a
world leader in Digital Manufacturing

20 February 2019

VISION

Ensure the EU is the world leader in Digital Manufacturing driving the creation of a cross-industry ecosystem
and high-value manufacturing products and services.

By 2025, the manufacturing industry operating in Europe will take full advantage of its digital transformation
to foster opportunities for innovation and growth. It will enable innovative solutions for sectors such as
transport and healthcare, while ensuring high-levels of safety and sustainability. Ourindustry will also enable
the reskilling of the workforce to be ready for the digital age.

KEY GOALS BY 2025

1. The EU has a regulatory framework that allows the manufacturing sector to lead internationally as well as
stimulates the development and deployment of key enabling technologies

2. The EU has developed a Digital Manufacturing ecosystem that leads on innovation and competitiveness

3. The EU is generating and enhancing investment in the Digital Manufacturing ecosystem and enabling
technologies

4. The EU is a leader in creating high-value data-driven services and in sharing data across Europe and the
world

5. The EU is continuously reskilling and upskilling its workforce to embrace digital production processes

6. The EU has accelerated sustainability and green growth through new industrial technology solutions

CONCRETE ACTIONS WITH EU GOVERNMENTS

1. Develop EU policies with criteria that are manufacturing-focused

We endeavour to drive a mission-based digital regulation with EU institutions and governments. An agile
mission-based regulatory framework is key to achieve the above goals. Rules developed to regulate digital
are currently too focused on the consumer market. Europe’s strength is in business-to-business, and we need
to focus at enhancing what we are good at in a global competitive environment. We propose to share our
expertise and experience that will encourage EU policymakers to prioritise its manufacturing sector —
especially amongst smaller to medium sized companies (SMEs).

DIGITALEUROPE
Rue de la Science, 14 - 1040 Brussels [Belgium]
T.+32(0) 2 609 53 10 |www.digitaleurope.org | info@digitaleurope.org | @DIGITALEUROPE

Transparency register member for the Commission: 64270747023-20



http://www.digitaleurope.org/
mailto:info@digitaleurope.org
https://twitter.com/DIGITALEUROPE

Pp |

DIGITALEUROPE

2. Create the infrastructure for the free flow of data

We endeavour to cooperating with EU institutions and governments in increasing the free flow of data both in
the EU and internationally. Data is critical for economic growth of the manufacturing sector. It will feed into
the development of important innovation in new technologies such as Al algorithms and new digital services.
We therefore encourage Member States to work with our sector to develop a compatible and
interconnected infrastructure for data exchanges through a secure pan-European architecture system. As
European manufacturers are now international by nature, we should not neglect the importance of
exportability of EU systems to be able to integrate at an international level.

3. Generating and enhancing investment and public funding

We endeavour to the successful implementation of the Digital Europe and Horizon Europe funding
programmes. Both funding mechanisms are key in developing the deployment of new technologies, such as
Artificial Intelligence (Al), high performance and high resilient connectivity, and infrastructure in key areas.
These include access to high-performance computing, cybersecurity competence centres, Digital Innovation
Hubs and Al algorithm databases to stimulate the creation of local economic actors and tomorrow’s unicorns.

4. Reskilling and upskilling its workforce to embrace digital production processes

We endeavour to reskilling and upskilling our workforce. The area of a workforce with digital skills is mission
critical for the EU’s growth and to mitigate any impact on job losses caused by the digital transformation.
The EU, national governments and educational institutions should collaborate with our industry to deliver an
assessment on the skills gap in each Member State and define solutions.

5. Accelerating sustainability through industrial technology

We endeavour to investing in innovation to drive sustainable solutions. Technology is rapidly maturing and
advancing to reduce waste, material usage and energy needs. Member State governments can play a more
crucial role in developing the necessary programmes for ensuring a fully circular EU economy.

The European manufacturing sector can reinforce its leadership position by combining digital and clean
technologies. Typically, a digital twin can ensure process and product sustainability by tracking its life cycle
from the design to the recycling stages. Other key examples include the creation and uptake of waste
management systems, and accelerating research and design of less carbon-intensive materials. This would
help reduce energy consumption and reducing the exploitation of raw materials. Industry and governments
should rapidly devise common methodologies to measure these benefits.

6. Developing a digital ecosystem

We endeavour to the development of a digital ecosystem connected to ‘digital factories’. The European
Commission has begun a process to create digital factories. The next EU budget and European Commission
mandate will be critical to its success. In cooperation with governments we propose a dialogue with industry
on the development of funded pilots with the objective to create large scale digital operations and a start-
up community to support it.
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KEY PERFORMANCE INDICATORS

Together with EU Member State governments and key stakeholders we can measure our success across the
value chain in 2025 in achieving the following:

Inclusion

e 5% of working women should be ICT specialists — currently only less than 1.4% of women in the EU
are employed as ICT specialists.

Skills and jobs

e Members States and companies across Europe should have completed retraining 20% of the
workforce in need of reskilling. Currently an estimated 52% of workers need some form of reskilling.

e Enterprises in Europe should be providing digital skills training to an additional 5% of their
employees. Today, only 21.4% of all European enterprise do so.

Sustainability

e FEurope should have saved 26 billion tonnes of CO2 emissions by digitising resource-intensive sectors.
According to estimates, 15.8 billion can be saved from the electricity sector, 9.9 billion from the
logistics sector, and 540 million from the automotive sector alone.

Infrastructure

e Infrastructure deployment (e.g. data centres, 5G etc.) should be accelerated delivering low latency
and high capacity to manufacturing and logistics centres by 2023.

e 5G connections should cover 40% of European workforce, 70% of European industrial sites and 80%
of main logistics/transportation routes.

Innovation

e European countries should be spending 3% of their GDP on Research & Innovation —Japan already
meets that target with 3.3% spending, and in the US, it is 2.8%. The EU average is only 2%.

Connected Single Market

e 15% of European enterprises should be selling across borders — currently only 8.2% do so.

European competitiveness

e Europe should be home to 25% of the world’s unicorns. In 2017 we were home to just 11%, far
behind the US with 55% and China with 23%.

e 15% of European manufacturing industries should leverage big data analytics. At the moment, only
7.5% do so.
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ABOUT DIGITALEUROPE

DIGITALEUROPE represents the digital technology industry in Europe. Our members include some of the world's largest
IT, telecoms and consumer electronics companies and national associations from every part of Europe. DIGITALEUROPE
wants European businesses and citizens to benefit fully from digital technologies and for Europe to grow, attract and
sustain the world's best digital technology companies. DIGITALEUROPE ensures industry participation in the
development and implementation of EU policies.

DIGITALEUROPE’s members include in total over 35,000 ICT Companies in Europe represented by 63 Corporate
Members and 40 National Trade Associations from across Europe. Our website provides further information on our
recent news and activities: http://www.digitaleurope.org

DIGITALEUROPE MEMBERSHIP
Corporate Members

Airbus, Amazon, AMD, Apple, Arcelik, Bosch, Bose, Brother, Canon, Cisco, Dell, Dropbox, Epson, Ericsson, Fujitsu,
Google, Hewlett Packard Enterprise, Hitachi, HP Inc., Huawei, Intel, JVC Kenwood Group, Konica Minolta, Kyocera,
Lenovo, Lexmark, LG Electronics, Loewe, MasterCard, METRO, Microsoft, Mitsubishi Electric Europe, Motorola
Solutions, MSD Europe Inc., NEC, Nokia, Nvidia Ltd., Océ, Oki, Oracle, Palo Alto Networks, Panasonic Europe, Philips,
Pioneer, Qualcomm, Ricoh Europe PLC, Rockwell Automation, Samsung, SAP, SAS, Schneider Electric, Sharp Electronics,
Siemens, Sony, Swatch Group, Tata Consultancy Services, Technicolor, Texas Instruments, Toshiba, TP Vision, VMware,
Xerox.

National Trade Associations

Austria: 100 Germany: BITKOM, ZVEI Slovakia: ITAS
Belarus: INFOPARK Greece: SEPE Slovenia: GZS
Belgium: AGORIA Hungary: IVSZ Spain: AMETIC

Bulgaria: BAIT

Croatia: Croatian Chamber of
Economy

Cyprus: CITEA

Denmark: DI Digital, IT-BRANCHEN
Estonia: ITL

Finland: TIF

France: AFNUM, Syntec Numérique,
Tech in France
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Ireland: TECHNOLOGY IRELAND
Italy: Anitec-Assinform

Lithuania: INFOBALT
Luxembourg: APSI

Netherlands: Nederland ICT, FIAR
Norway: Abelia

Poland: KIGEIT, PIIT, ZIPSEE
Portugal: AGEFE

Romania: ANIS, APDETIC
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Sweden: Foreningen
Teknikféretagen i Sverige,
[T&Telekomforetagen
Switzerland: SWICO

Turkey: Digital Turkey Platform,
ECID

Ukraine: IT UKRAINE

United Kingdom: techUK
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